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On Sept. 4 in San Salvador, court spokespersons told reporters that 11 soldiers will be tried
on 10 counts, including conspiracy and terrorism, for their involvement in the Nov. 16, 1989
massacre of six Jesuit priests and two women on the Central America University (UCA) campus.
The spokespersons said a jury would be selected in November or December. The defendants
include a colonel, three lieutenants, and six soldiers. In a letter to President Alfredo Cristiani
published in local newspapers Sept. 5, US Rep. Joseph Moakley (D-Mass.) said he had information
indicating the defendants had been promised either that they will not be convicted, or would receive
an amnesty in the event of a guilty verdict on the condition they remain silent concerning the
complicity of others. Moakley called on Cristiani to clarify the possibility of amnesty. According
to the congressperson, "Given the importance of the Jesuit case and its implications for the peace
process, I believe that these reports must be taken seriously...[T]he whole truth about the Jesuit
case is not known. I believe there are members of the armed forces, including the defendants, who
know more about this case than they have admitted in public." Moakley heads a congressional
committee reviewing the investigation process in the Jesuit case. Msgr. Jose Maria Tojeira, Central
American provincial for the Jesuit order, said he shared Moakley's concerns. An amnesty for the
defendants, he said, would transform the judicial proceedings into a farce. On Sept. 6, Tojeira said
the Jesuit order was suing the government for 2 million colons ($250,000) as compensation for the
son of the woman killed in the massacre, and as symbolic compensation for the priests' families,
one colon. Tojeira said that the 2 million colon amount was based on payment offered to witnesses:
"If the government can offer this amount for mere information, it can pay as much to a child with
serious psychological damage." The priest noted that the point of the symbolic sum was to make
government take responsibility. The UCA is also seeking about $50,000 for damages to university
property. (Basic data from AFP, 09/03-06/91; ACAN-EFE, 09/05/91, 09/06/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

